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ABSTRACT 

The writing samples presented in this paper were 
selected from the portfolios of fourth-grade Vermont students as 
examples of the various points in Vermont's newly revised analytic 
writing assessment guide. The benchmark writing pieces in the paper 
when used with the analytic assessment guide that begins the paper, 
are guideposts for assessing student work. The paper presents four 
benchmark pieces for each of the five "dimensions" of writing: 
purpose, organization, details, voice or tone, and 
grammar/usage/mechanics. Each benchmark piece is accompanied by a 
chart indicating whether the piece extensively, frequently, 
sometimes, or rarely incorporates the five dimensions of writing. A 
student writing sample forms the cover pages for the paper. (RS) 
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4th Grade Writing Benchmark Pieces 



Introduction 




Tf he writing samples that follow were selected from the portfolios 
of fourth grade Vermont students as examples of the various 
points on Vermont's newly-revised analytic writing assessment 
guide. These benchmark writing pieces, when used with ihe 
analytic assessment guide, are guideposts for assessing student work. 

The Vermont Department of Education expresses its deep gratitude 10 the 
anonymous student authors of the following pieces, and to their teachers 
and parents for granting us permission to publish these works. 

The Department also wishes to recognize the considerable efforts of its 
writing network leaders and especially to thank those network leaders 
who served on the 1994 benchmarking committees: 



Betty Boudreau 
Susan Collins 
Nioka Houston 



Shayne Trubisz 
Ann Rex 



Jeanne Korstange 



Susan Biggam 



Fourth Grade 



Eighth Grade 

Andrew Green 
Hasse Hallcy 
Gordon Korstange 
Irina Markova 
Joyce Roof 
Joan Simmons 
Mimi Brailsford 
Geof Hewitt 
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4th Grade Writing Benchmark Pieces 



Purpose 



In assessing, ...how adequately intent and 
consider... focus arc established and 
maintained (success in this 
criterion should not depend on 
the reader's knowledge of the 
writing assignment: the 
writing should stand on its 
own) 



Ask how consistently, intent is established and 
relative to length and maintained within a given 
complexity... piece of writing 



Extensively Establishes and maintains a 
clear purpose and focus. 



Frequently Establishes a purpose and 
focus, 



Yes 



Is author s focus clear 
within the writing? 



No 



Sometimes Attempts to establish a 

purpose; focus of writing is 
not fully clear. 



Rarely Purpose and focus not 
apparent. 
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Fuzzy shadow 

P- It's possible to figure out that this is about a horse, but it is very confusing. Not an 
apparent focus to the piece. 

O- Not easily followed. Sentences and images are not clearly related to each other. Use of 
"Hey" seems to signal a jump, but it doesn't help the reader. 

G/U/M Some errors, but they do not distract the reader. 



Fuzzy Shadow 




Purpose 


Organization 


Details 


Voice or Tone 


G/U/M 


Extensively 












Frequendy 










✓ 


Sometimes 




✓ 




✓ 




Rarely 


Purpose and 
focus not 
apparent 




✓ 
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Printers 

P- Writer seems to have a purpose (describing printers), but ihe focus is definitely not dear 
— is the point here to inform, to entertain or to compare? 



G/U/M- S Numerous errors relative to length; they do distract 



Printers 




Purpose 


Organization 


Details 


Voice or Tone 


G/U/M 


Hxtcnsivcly 












Frequently 












Sometimes 


Attempts to estab- 
lish a purpose; 
focus of writing is 
not fully clear 


✓ 


✓ 


✓ 


✓ 


Rarely 
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The Seaturtle King 

P- The poem has a purpose — creating a murky atmosphere and describing the threat of the sea turtle to 
the other creatures of the sea. The focus of the poem is not fully clear to some readers without rereading. 

O- Writing moves forward, but the first stanza has some lapses that affect coherence (Hawaii... squid) 



G/U/M- Inconsistent use of punctuation. Handwriting might bias/distract the reader a little, but F (not S) 
because G/U/M errors do not distract the reader.. 



The Seaturtle King 




Purpose 


Organization 


Details 


Voice or Tone 


G/U/M 


Extensively 












Frequently 


Publishes a 
purpose and 
focus 


✓ 


✓ 


✓ 


✓ 


Sometimes 












Rarely 
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4th Grade Writing Benchmark Pieces 



Christmas in Italy 

P- Establishes and maintains a clear purpose and focus on 

Italian ancestors' Christmas celebration. Although the description is not elaborated and 
sophisticated, the piece achieves what it set out to do — meets the descriptors for E. 

0- Ideas flow well to support author's purpose and focus. 

V/T- Effective tone but not distinctive. 



G/U/M- Verb tense changes toward the end; inappropriate use of semicolon, some spelling 
errors — but writing is easily understood without distraction. 



Christmas in Italy 




Purpose 


Organization 


Details 


Voice or Tone 


G/U/M 


Extensively 


Establishes and 
maintains a clear 
purpose and focus 


✓ 








Frequently 






✓ 


✓ 


✓ 


Sometimes 












Rarely 
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Organization 



In assessing, 
consider... 



Ask how 
consistently, 
relative to length 
and complexity... 



...coherence: 

...whether ideas or information 
are In logical sequence or move 
the piece forward 
...whether sentences and images 
are clearly related to each other 
(Indenting paragraphs is a matter 
of Grammar/Usage/Mechanics) 

the writing demonstrates coher- 
ence 



Extensively Organized from beginning to 

end, logical progression of ideas, 
fluent and coherent. 

Frequently Organization moves writing 

forward with few lapses in unity 
or coherence. 

Yes I 



Does the organization 
move the writing 
forward? 



I No 

Sometimes Lapse(s) In organization affect 
unity or coherence. 



Rarely Serious errors in organization 
make writing difficult to follow. 



l 
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Grandfather's Boat 



When I when't to the bot I when't of 
the weekend.lt is my grandfather's 

cimvi yi GHiviiniy iiici a I v^dilic ilUllic 

monday Aug. 30, 1993. My graf atherdrove 
the bot. I when't with my sister 
Jessica, my gradmother and 
grandfather. The bot is in a lake. We were 
in New York. We were in port henre.When 
we got there we when't swimming. I 
when't n ightswimming With gramna and 
papa. And of cors my sister Jessica. We 
were in the water most of the time. The 
bot staytes at mereno bowey 39.1 alsow 
woks every night before we when't to 
bed. We when't to the store and got hot 
fog Sundays. We alsow so a paper mill 
it is a huge gray b i t d ing . That is what 
the paper mill locks I ike. At night the 
paper mill is all lite up. It lock's 
much prettyer when it is all lite 
up?There is a lot of smoke that cames 
out of the paper mi 1 1. The paper mill is 
somthing that makes paper. That is where 
all the paper comes from. The paper 
mill really smells bad. Wo drove to the 
Mereno. The bot was all ready there. Then 
we put are log lye In and my grafather 
drove the bot to port henry. On sunday 
we got hot fug sondays.We walk up to 
the ice cream store. The ice cream store 
was near Kmart. I really like my 
Grandparents. They are my Mom"s 
parlnts.We were in lake Shampe 
Plain. First we were in Vermont then on 
the bot we crost under the New York 
brige.Then we went to port henery.My 
grandparints own the bot. The bot is 
really big. It Is red,white and blue. You 
can sleep on the bot. We whent on school 
vecashin.My Mom and Dad had to work. 

THE END ? 



La 

13 



4th Grade Writing Benchmark Pieces 



Grandfather's Boat 

0- Serious errors in organization make it very difficult to follow. Reader needs more informa- 
tion to have piece move forward — to follow the writer's ideas. This is a clear example of 
serious errors in organization. 



D- Details are present, but lack elaboration and don't contribute to the development of ideas, 
information. Some repetition. 



Grandfather's Boat 




Purpose 


Organization 


Details 


Voice or Tone 


G/U/M 


Extensively 












Frequently 












Sometimes 


✓ 




✓ 


✓ 




Rarely 

I 




Serious errors in 
organization make 
writing difficult to follow 






✓ 
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Sugar 

P- Writer's purpose involves reporting about sugar, but focus is not clear — effects? benefits? 
description? 

0- Each sentence relates to the topic but sequencing is weak. Sentences shift back and forth 
between facts about sugar and effects of sugar. 



G/U/M- Relative to length, there arc some errors here (commas, subject/verb agreement), but 
not distracting. 



Sugar 




Purpose 


Organization 


Details 


Voice or Tone 


G/U/M- 


Extensively 












Frequently 










✓ 


Sometimes 


✓ 


Lapsc(s) in organization 
affect unity or coherence 


✓ 


✓ 




Rarely 
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Most Money 

0- Kasily followed, but there arc a few lapses. Dialogue sometimes confusing and not well 
connected to what precedes/follows it. 

D- Details help to clarify, and do develop the ideas of the piece. Details might be called 
unclaboratcd in this piece, but they seem to work well because they fit with the somewhat 
breathless tone. 

V/T- Personal expression; good choice of nouns, descriptive verbs as well as realistic dialogue. 



G/U/M- Paragraphing missing, comma errors — but they do not distract the reader. 



Most Money 




Purpose 


Organization 


Details 


Voice or Tone 


G/U/M 


Extensively 












Frequently 


✓ 


Writing moves forward 
with few lapses in unity 
or coherence 


✓ 


✓ 


✓ 


Sometimes 












Rarely 
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Elf 

0- Complex story. Dialogue is fluent and connected well - supports the focus of the story. 
G/U/M- Errors that are present are incidental in view of the complexity of this piece. 



Elf 




Purpose 


Organization 


Details 


Voice or Tone 


G/U/M 


Extensively 


✓ 


Organized (torn beginning 
lo end* rogicul progression 
of kk«, fluent and 
cohesive 


✓ 


✓ 


✓ 


Frequently 












Sometimes 












Rarely 
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Details 



In assessing, 
consider... 



...whether details develop ideas 
or information 

...whether details elaborate or 
clarify the content of the writing 
with images, careful explanation, 
effective dialogue, parenthetical 
expressions, stage directions, etc, 



Ask how 
consistently, 
relative to length 
and complexity... 



details coniiibute to development 
of ideas and information, evoke 
images or otherwise elaborate or 
clarify the content of the writing 



Extensively Detai ' s are pertinent, vivid cr 

explicit and provide ideas/informa- 
tion in depth. 

Frequently Details develop ideas/information; 
or details are elaborated. 



Yes 



Do details enhance 
and/or clarify tbe 
writing? 



No 

Sometimes Details lack elaboration, merely 
listed or unnecessarily repetitious. 

Rarely Details are minimal, inappropriate, 
or random. 
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Reading 

I 1 - Focus not clear 

0- Sentences not clearly related to each other, but writing can be followed. 
D- Details are random — they do not really support each other. 
G/ll/M- Some errors (relative to length and complexity) — spelling. 



Reading 




Purpose 


Organization 


Details 


Voice or Tone 


G/U/M 


Kxtcnsively 
Frequently 
Sometimes 
Rarely 












✓ 


✓ 


Details are miniin.il. 
inappropriate, or 
random 


✓ 


✓ 
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We Became Friends 

/M~o^ 2°l><B*U £o*dzav$ 

We Became Friends 

P- Topic is there, but lacks focus 

D- Details are present, but they are simply listed and do not enhance or clarify the writing. 
V/T- Personal expression/approp. tone not evident in this piece which is describing a friend. 
G/U/M- Numerous errors (spelling, word usage, lack of caps, over-used caps) distract the reader. 



We Became Friends 




Purpose 


Organization 


Details 


Voice or Tone 


G/U/M 


Extensively 












Frequently 












Sometimes 


✓ 


✓ 


Details lack elabor- 
ation, merely listed 
of unnecessarily 
repltitious 




✓ 


Rarely 








✓ 
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Wilderness (shape poem) 

P- Purpose is established (shape poem), but focus is not maintained throughout (relative to 
length and complexity). Title is misleading. 

0- Images are clearly related to each oiher. 

D- Details are effective and create a picture within the reader's mind — but not vivid. 



Wilderness 





Purpose 


Organization 


Details 


Voice or Tone 


G/U/M 


Extensively 




✓ 






✓ 


Frequently 


✓ 




Details develop 
ideas/information: 
or details are 
elaborated 


✓ 




Sometimes 












Rarely 
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Macaroni and Cheese 



~>on)<L 



RhO^Lj he 



l£JLG 



Vllap X u<vs <xt>c?"i S or & rny elo-ci mo.de. 
macaroni xniA. cl-. C c^e- \v4l \ jt ci,ci.nH W 0 oui like 
rnowcoron i c^-ncV. iViecie . il ^ 'J.r Hsk lf^« rubber- 

/I I fifSl DoA Tri&A._^o . <Lu.t ijf.J'ha.V cLcLn'+ u.'orU. 

tying ..bo*ku)&.r<fc 

b'f T>cj . <^°3 .T^co .op VV*e Vie.oAv nuj mom 

rnj clcuib:. Tha n ^sL _no}_J.£o^_L JoXcA 

(-<> i^c <^e.i "^"Vign pJ) o f <x su^G^en^pLofoL- 
,o,a.y£ ^cmio. .<x Wtb _n\ow\ .^ 0, <Jl cia-A uAu>-| 
kind clK<2<2-Sg„... +0 jjlSc- Gve* St^cc H\eft 

o 

Macaroni and Cheese 

D- Details are vivid and pertinent. They create a real picture for the reader, and enhance the tone. 

GUM- A few errors (wen't, missing commas, all one paragraph?) but overall strong command of 
conventions. 



Macaroni and Cheese 




Purpose 


Organization 


Details 


Voice or Tone 


G/U/M 


Extensively 


✓ 


✓ 


Details arc pertinent, 
vivid or explicit and 
provide idcasf 
information in depth 


✓ 


✓ 


Frequently 












Sometimes 












Rarely 








- 
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Voice or Tone 



In assessing, 
consider... 



...whether the writing displays ;i 
natural style, appropriate to the 
narrator 

...or whether the tone of the 
writing is appropriate to its 
content 



Ask how an appropriate voice or tone is 
consistently, established and maintained 
relative to length 
and complexity... 

Extensively Distinctive personal expression 
or distinctive tone enhances the 
writing. 

Frequently Establishes personal expression 
or effective tone. 



Yes 



Can you bear the writer/ 
Or, is the tone effective? 



No 



Sometimes Attempts personal expression or 
appropriate tone. 

Rarely Personal expression or 

appropriate tone not evident. 



32 
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Pot ( c » \/i 

(K~ l/i ^ ^ ™ ^ e ''Z P li 




Riboflavin 

P- Topic is evident, but focus is not clear — uses of riboflavin? where it's found? 



V7T- Flat tone; no evidence of appropriate (informative, explanatory) tone for the purpose of 
this piece. 



Riboflavin 




Purpose 


Organization 


Details 


Voice or Tone 


G/U/M 


Extensively 












Frequently 




✓ 






✓ 


Sometimes 


✓ 




✓ 






Rarely 








Personal expression of 
appropriate tone not 
evident 
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4th Grade Writing Benchmark Pieces 



« (n .o/i^ s At? «- -3 
i \.He Jrk*.fart oOU p-'^/e d**c& tJhen ^t/ cloc^A 

TKe. bo^S - dano.^ *oo. y>Ilk3 12 A/ice/ V/je ^ ' r / 

ajko i".d. a . bacfc.fi J- > a 'oJ- of 

prac.1\<~e._ j-o dance V./<t /^/. ^e. <vco/ 4> 

Or cj'oU Co<a^/. A/i^ -A^A 7W« ujJi^t 

D.ce .go. ...and . /. c^. 



Rythum and shoes 

V/T- Attempt at approp. tone (response to a performance) ("It takes a lot of practice to dance 
like that...") but not effectively used for most of the piece. 

G/U/M- Errors (spelling, sentence fragment, missing capitals, no Indentation) distract. 



Rythum and Shoes 




Purpose 


Organization 


Details 


Voice or Tone 


G/U/M 


Extensively 












Frequently 


✓ 










Sometimes 




✓ 


✓ 


Attempts personal 
expression oc appropriate 
tone 


✓ 


Rarely 













3-1 BEST COPY AVAILARLl 



4th Grade Writing Benchmark Pieces 



(J 



' ,r, \ ' ' (J t 1 ■ " ^ { K " 



jrJa^i 1 ^^ s^rb'tiA r\ Hii %CS1 q \nnY\^i 

fl/r A ptfjS iV ^ ^vfM 3*X. rip s+itX ^ Wi jAfl jUr 

A 

, q n uhHtil Aiii /-T7 ,\ t L/^t r^^ -KiAa a^X ^Ml .r^tirxyn 

cl&k L tua^J! ^ ^"IL W O.K.' 1 mi 

0 a ft . 0 

0 , 

~V\i<i rn\ . 
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4th Grade Writing Benchmark Pieces 



The Great Closet Discovery 

P- Excellent follow-through in piece; clear focus 

D- Elaborated details — but depth isn't there. Some over-use of "beautiful". 
V/T- Good use of conversation. You can hear the writer, but not distinctive. 
G/U/M- Very few errors (some spelling and punctuation) relative to length and complexity. 



The Great Closet Discovery 




Purpose 


Organization 


Details 


Voice or Tone 


G/U/M 


Extensively 


✓ 


✓ 






✓ 


Frequently 






✓ 


Establishes personal 
expression or appropriate 
tone 




Sometimes 












Rarely 













4th Grade UWting Benchmark Pieces 



JLe jjOjc 



Dm nyU Ik 



a 



OA 



]£ifL W'l 5- 



Y- 



m d 



IkdL 



-J 



'asL 



o'ti 



\ t M< > 



So 



SO. 



L 



So- 



L 



~ o±y. 5 elC r 



J T n 



r Y- 



-44 



i—L 



ibis fsc 



•J 



ia£qd ike fall gr/>& 



f-gil < jfi*x whig* ah 11 



r 



t 



IE , U 



lie. 



ML 



A 



am nil i 



hu b I 



4U ft 



Was 



f 



i mn 



j oaf/ an. 



w K r dasnh 



1L 



nul milk 



'n^f y*)<~. niff rn> l l< ; [Q a 



\t dh en 



1 



via b 



Size L? 



\\ 7 



4 
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4th Grade Writing Benchmark Pieces 



_T. \Ji*L — m± — U-J}J)cL 

1 $Mj%kt w I — ^i/.7i£^^-_- 

L g ^£j]A {J±g hoy — m£it j^—a— 

Jjiijj of- 4a^= ki'tt&}S> ilkt- n se 

h.ro fgf L lu:7x s$ JjimK — taJ±£ 

jcjzCeA aLJLiMmsSn T m llf&l Up — 
cqyu . xlosL L cg/yg</ u& — 

c. am* p tc£ milh. — for v^em \o — 



Hie Box 

O Logical, fluent, coherent. Organization is a real strength of this paper. And, dialogue is 
"transitioned in" well. 

D- Details are vivid and evoke images. Writer develops them in depth. 

WT- Spooky tone for purpose. Writer effectively builds mystery. Conversation with self 
enhances story. 

G/U/M- Errors in spelling, punctuation and word omissions are distracting in this otherwise 
engaging story. 



The Box 




Purpose 


Organization 


Details 


Voice or Tone 


G/U/M 


Extensively 


✓ 


✓ 


✓ 


Distinctive personal 
expression or distinctive 
lone enhances the writing 




Frequently 












Sometimes 










✓ 


Rarely 
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4th Grade Writing Benchmark Pieces 



Grammar/ Usage/ 
Mechanics 



In assessing, ...the conventions of writing, ! 
consider... including | 
•Grammar (e.g. sentence j 
structure, syntax) i 

•Usage (e.g. agreement and word 
choice) 
•Mechanics (e.g. spelling, 
capitalization, punctuation) 

Ask how As appropriate to grade level 
consistently, command of conventions i. c 
relative to length evident, through correct Kngiish or 
and complexity... intentional, effective departure 
from Conventions 



Extensively Few or no errors present: or 
departures from convention 
appear intentional and arc 
effective. 

Frequently Some errors or patterns of errors 
arc present. 

_._ _\ Yes 



Does writing show 
grade appropriate 
command o/G/U/M? 

I No \ 

Sometimes Numerous errors are apparent 
and may distract the reader. 

Rarely Errors interfere with 
understanding, 
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4th Grade Writing Benchmark Pieces 



Oldest Brother 



u 4^iCjv7 MJL^,^1 o ^A^ J^&M^ 



< ui_ /Wjt_ qjJ^y pd l i) yi/^ (\ A-fts^lr w& . 

(Mryy\_ cl mj aiQb Ji^A fafri l^h^j J) /hi . 

B u\ LzLm Ifedsb o ^ y ^- 
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4th Grade Writing ItciuitiiKJrk Pieces 



Olilcsl IWollui 

P- Attempts 10 establish the purpose i'l irllmj: .ih«>-#' !'nL . u n 

O Most of the thinking can be fnlhmv.l hn lie 1< ip n< n w • . .. 1 1 i ,t uiiiu pMhlem. anil 
affects unity and coherence. Not Mionj; on ij.tn mimh 

IV Mostly generic dctnils (dark, spootv) 1^1 I'Uh'i.ih .1 

\VT- The conversation between the tun huv. r an aih'mpi ,\\ v«>i. r K t u* nnliui;, Imwevei. 
seems perfunctory, so it weakens the olieu Lul> nl 'iliriijilli nt'iMlively allet ts tune 

G/U/M- Hrrors in spelling, punctuation. Lick ol i|uolahtMi mail s imnlere tviili iiinleistandmj: 
(More than just distracting). 







Oldest Brother 






Purpose 


Organization 


Details 


Voice or Tone 


1,/U/M 


Kxtensively 












Frequently 












Sometimes 


✓ 


✓ 


✓ 


✓ 




Rarely 










Krrors irtltfffcro with 
undcrstarulmj', 
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4th Grade Writing iknehmark Pieces 



Mt\ Botts 



Dear Mr. Hulls 

Hill. I'll! lll.'SI IJsllMl Hull) llHlH IJf ItJ IMIIP hPLMI ill 1 1 f 1 ft J IdtllJ. 

I Jif 1 ijftiu kiinui that leiyh is uery fii«n 1 ahuut hnin ymi lost 
Kcimiil. Sn noil' thai ijmi lost [Jandit. Leigh is uery uery sail. I 
don't think leiyh is going to for giue you tor Ihat. UJhy don't 
you puer take loiyh to out for pizza.? You only tack leiyh out 
In Ihe loundry mat and the library. Oh. and ujhy dnn't you 
euer call htm our uirigii to him. I hone you find Bandit 
because Leigh mould be much happyer. I hope you'r satisfied 
with uihal you h.uip done, ujell I gess thats all I haue to say 
for knoiu. 

Sencerely 



Mr. Botts 

P- Purpose of letter (to a book character) is established but not fully clear. Additional information 
would help the focus of the letter. 

O- Not easily followed. Relationship between sentences not linked well — this alfecis coherence 
D- Details lack elaboration 

V/T- Reader can hear the writer — but not distinctive voice or tone. 



G/U/M- Spelling errors, sentence fragments, lack of capitalization, etc. distract the reader, but 
don't interfere with understanding. 



Mr. Botts 




Purpose 


Organization 


Details 


Voice or Tone 


G/U/M 


Extensively 












Frequently 


✓ 






✓ 




Sometimes 




✓ 


✓ 




Numerous errors arc 
apparent and ctjsifiUl 
the rc.iilcf 


Rarely 
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4th Grade Writing Benchmark Pieces 



Rhythem and Shoes 



«H(J j hoes '5 yog,!* 1 /H t'cfh T 

o\ /•/ /J J) /j fle> <ar e ^ 0 od (lytic c/j< 

The) jMrec 

'W£r<? The/ i^v? c/q0j<'/)p 

UP dvflQtfcj /a/1 J m)(fr ' 
rjc 5/^ , d<Kflt"iq, There 



5vfc shy* : font"}®* 

w<re -twelve p<v/dr In 



u/A5 c 



Rhythem and Shoes 

T- Purpose and focus arc established (reaction to performance — giving opinion) but not ckdrly. 

0- Sentences not well related to each other — affects unity and coherence. 
D- Not elaborated 

V/T- Attempt at appropriate tone — just barely ... ("I might recommend this in somebody") 

GUM- Some errors in spelling (rhythem, reccommencl) and a missing period at the end of a 
sentence. Relative to length and complexity- F. Again, beware of possible handwriting bias. 



Rhythem and Shoes 





Purpose 


Organization 


Details 


Voice or Tone 


G/U/M 


Extensively 










Some errors or patterns 
0/ errors ,ifc present 


frequently 


✓ 






✓ 


Sometimes 
Rarely 




✓ 


✓ 
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BEST COPY AVAILABLE 



4th Grade VWiting Benchmark Pieces 



Ori c--» «-j j t f - i t i [ M 'i i \ / h i r • r i I w. i * i . 1 1 )« j t 



L 1 v c y e "i r ; : . i M t » m t i i 1 < J 
P 1 «•"('/ a oarn*» r j f f * ] i i r ■ w 
Je re my - my i : M. e r , Pa 
.I i m . 



w* i ^ g t- r t t r i i i l c j 
t h my brnt hfM* , 
g e „ and m y d a r i „ 



T r n 1 1 t he ci Ice*. Had r ci I 1 *-d .i 

s i >: C t h e i ;r- a t rj> J u s t cr —3 s 2 „ n I y 

sister r o 1 1 o d a t wo . m y l.»rot her r o 1 1 ( * r i 

a one. and I ro I led a mix. 

Dad and I had to roll a aa i n so wo 
did. Dad rolled a five and I rolled a 
four. 

Wc* v;ore sitting in this 
arrangement: Dad was on one side. To 
hi 1 3 I eft sat Jeremy . Next to him sat 
me and next to me sat Paige, 

Since Dad go t the h 1 ghest number , 
hie got to go f irst . Dad thought 1 t 
should go clockwise since that was the 
easiest way for it to go* 

1 was so young then I thought i t 
wa r: r i gh tf u 1 1 y my turn to go n ex t 
since 1 got the second hi ghest numder . 

Now we were in the wrong order - 

1 said, " I WANT TO GO SECOND! ! ! " 
Then everybody said. " Of< ay," lout I was 

f um i n or mad , I picked up the C 1 u edoa rr d 

and threw it on the floor! Then I ran 
upstairs and screamed my head off and 
cried. 

Dad came up and tried to calm me 
down , 

After that I came downstairs and 
played a regular game of Clue with 
Dad, ^Jeremy • and Paige. 

After my rage I felt ash ame d . 
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4th Grade Writing Benchmark Pieces 



Rage of Clue 

P- Purpose established; focus i> soniciimcs confusing 

(l Writing moves forward with few lapses. Some clearei tr.insitioiis would help this wiy 
promising piece. 

D- Details are elaborated, not yei vivid or in depth. 

V/T- Kffective personal expression and nice style developing; one can hear the writer Nor \vi 
distinctive. 

IVL1/M- Very few errors; strong command of conventions. 



Rage of Clue 



Purpose 



Organization 



Details 



Voice or Tone 



Intensively 



1 iw ot no enm . .m 1 i 1 !*- 

vlll, Of lli|MlllJ/c'. \tnt\l 

mmviitioii .Ipj^ .ir nw< n 
ljnn.il ,in>l rite* 



Frequently 



✓ 



✓ 



✓ 



✓ 



Sometimes 



Rarely 



-in 
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